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Chairmans Address

Dear Patrons and Friends,

[t gives me great pleasure as Chairman to welcome you all to
read and enjoy the 42nd edition of our Annual Magazine
covering 2019.

The year was again a busy time for the Choir. The 2019 St
David’s Day Concert was held at St Peter’s Church, Newton
when our Guest Artists were Soprano Marie Richards and a
young Harpist, Rhianwen Hopkin. A capacity audience
enjoyed an evening of Welsh music despite it being a very
wet night outside.

May saw the Choir performing in the closing concert of the
Milford Haven Music Festival.

We sang in a Wedding at St Paul’s Sketty on June 1st. and
then competed at Cardigan Eisteddfod on the 29th June.

Thursday, July 4th.gave the Choir the opportunity to
entertain guests at the CUBO Summer Conference at
Swansea University’s Great Hall.

July 6th. saw the 40th.Annual Patrons Concert at St Mary’s
Church, Swansea when our Guest Artists were Ellen
Angharad Williams, Soprano and Steffan Lloyd Owen,
Baritone, again we were fortunate to be supported by an
appreciative audience on what was a superb evening.

On July 26th, the Choir were thrilled and delighted to be
invited to sing at the Wedding of Hannah Stone and
Sir Bryn Terfel, one of our Vice Presidents at Caersalem
Chapel, Treboeth.

Monday, 30th September gave us the chance to hold
an ‘Open Rehearsal’ at the Dunvant Club. This was another
opportunity to encourage new members to join the Choir.

As is traditional we took part in the Annual Harvest
Thanksgiving Service at our ‘Home’ in Ebeneser Chapel,
Dunvant.

On October 31st two buses of Choristers and supporters
travelled to Lancaster where we joined forces with Dalston
Male Voice Choir in Wigton Road Methodist Church,
Carlisle on the 1st November and Haydock Male Voice Choir
at St Helen’s Town Hall on the 2nd November.

The Choir was represented at Gowerton Comprehensive
School’s Remembrance Service when [ was privileged to read
the poem ‘The Man We Never Knew’ in place of Mr Bryan
Bevan who was indisposed.

On Friday,15th November we joined Neath Port Talbot
Cancer Challenge Choir and Annwen Williams in a charity
Concert at Capel y Crwys.

On Saturday, December 7th. we held another successful
Flash-Mob this time during the Uplands Christmas Market

The years Concerts closed with our Annual Christmas
Concert at St Mary’s Church, Swansea featuring Swansea
Music Youth Choir - ‘Choirworks’ ably led by Ros Evans.

Recruiting has been foremost in our mind this year again and
we are delighted to be able to welcome the following new
members to the Choir namely:- Peter O'Sullivan and
Martin Shabolt T1, Mark Harris, Douglas Alexander and
David Rose T2, Peter Burgess Bl, and Ian Jenkins, Phillip
Doel and Huw Morris B2.

During 2019 we were sad to lose Bert Grunhut, Bob Morse
and Graham Funnell, faithful choristers, along with Don
Amer and John M. Thomas, Life Members whose services to
the choir are greatly missed.

May I take this opportunity to thank Jonathan, Huw and
Tony our exceptionally talented Musical Team for their
commitment, patience and understanding throughout the
year.

My sincere thanks to you our Patrons for your loyal support in
all our Concerts and events.

Diolch o galon i chi gyd am eich cefnogaeth dros y flwyddyn
a aeth heibio.

Glyndwr Prideaux
Chairman / Cadeirydd

DUNVANT MALE CHOIR - SINGING THROUGH THE GENERATIONS




Dunvant Male Choir - Diary of Events 2019

FEBRUARY  Tue 12th Funeral of Bert Grunhut at Siloam, Killay

Tue 26th Choir's recording of “Myfanwy” used in BBC R4 Gardners
Question Time from Dunvant.

MARCH Sat 2nd St. David’s Concert at St Peter’s, Newton with Marie Richards
(Soprano) and Rhianwen Hopkin (Harpist).
Mon 11th Choir AGM at Ebeneser Chapel.
MAY Sat 11th Milford Haven Music Festival at St. Katherines’ Church
with Elin Manahan Thomas.
Wed 22nd Open Rehearsal at Penclawdd Rugby Club
JUNE Sat. 1st Russell Wedding @ St. Paul’s Church, Sketty
Sat 29th Male Voice Competition, Cardigan Eisteddfod.
JULY Thu 4th CUBO Corporate Function - Great Hall, Bay Campus.
Sat 6th 40th Annual Patrons Concert @ St. Mary’s Church with
Ellen Williams (Soprano) and Steffan Lloyd Owen (Baritone).
Fri 26th Stone / Jones wedding @ Caersalem Church, Treboeth
AUGUST Sun 6th Gower Show at Penrice Castle Park
SEPTEMBER Mon 16th Transport for Wales, promotion at High St. Station
Mon 30th Open Rehearsal at The Dunvant Club
OCTOBER  Sun 6th Harvest Festival at Ebeneser Chapel, Dunvant.
Mon 28th Funeral of Graham Funnell at St. Mary’s, Pennard
31 Oct - 3 Now. N. W. England Tour. (Lancashire / Cumbria).
NOVEMBER  Fri Ist Concert with Dalston MVC in Carlisle.
Sat 2nd Concert with Haydock MVC @ St. Helens Town Hall.
Fri 15th R.W.A.S. Thanksgiving Concert @ Capel y Crwys, 3 X’s.
Fri 22nd Funeral of Bob & Shiela Morse @ St. Hilary’s, Killay.
Sun 24th Annual Presentation Lunch @ King Arthur, Gower.
DECEMBER  Sat 7th “Flash Mob” & Stall at Uplands Market.
Mon 9th Choir video recording as part of the Sinclair Volkswagen
Christmas Video
Fri 13th Funeral of John M Thomas at Swansea Crem.
Sat 14th Christmas Concert @ St. Mary's Church, Swansea

with “ChoirWorks” Youth Choir.
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Choristers - 2019

i =
Tenor T1 1} E@- r_ﬁ_l_ll‘: = F———
Albert Bridle* Dave Horsman Maurice O'Brien Les Griffith Peter O’Sullivan
Gerry Hopkins# Terry Morgan# Steve Richards Howard Lloyd Martin Shadbolt
Peter Mitchell Ray Restall* Kevin Fitzgerald Brian Perkins
Glyndwr Prideaux ~ Ron Draisey* John O'Malley BrianTreharne
Tony Tucker* Mark Jones Jeff Ripton Chris Wood

p S — 1 — |
Tenor T2 H[ e e
Brian Bevan Paul Grey Stan Phillips* Geoft Thorburn
Geoff Davies Tim James David Llewellyn Jones Alan Tosdevin
Douglas Alexander Gwyn Jones Ted Phillips™ Clive Wilson*
Colin Davies Dewi Morgan* Stuart Jones Glyn Williams
Chris King Chris Jones Ken Pickard*
David Rose Arnold Phillips* Nigel Lock
Ewan Forrest Colin Jones Robert Rose

o cp— g | pe— gy E
Bass B1 ,":’:[ﬂ":_ = —F_—:_ I;'__-F,_']'_:..-‘t_. =
| — I—l- l—] e,

Eric Jones Alan Lee Noel Davies Alan Walters Robin Williams
Mario Di Francesco  Alun Bryant* Alan Jones Dave Mountfield*  David Benyon
Howard Johnson Jim Lenette John Daniel Jones  Bill Reynolds Sean Barry
David Browell Bernard Cottey Martin Luckwell Norman Whomes  Phil Doel

Huw Morris

Huw Richards

Dennis Greenall David Jeffreys* David Vaughan* Peter Stewkesbury
BasB2 BRF Gt i ¢

— |—|—| ., o, S
Nigel Binding Norman Burgess Barry Evans*® Tony Phipps
Alan Conibear™ Ken Graves™ Ken Jones™ Peter Thomas
Peter Gambold* Peter Osborne# Dave Thomas" Fred Cooper
AlanKelly Wendell Roberts Geoff Evans Richard Keene
Dafydd Roberts Peter Burgess Martin Lloyd Jones  Alan Rehman

* Life Member # 50+ Year Membership
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New Choristers

T1  Peter O'Sullivan
T2 Douglas Alexander
Bl  Sean Barry

B2  Ian Jenkins

Chris Wood
Colin Davies
David Beynon

Huw Morris

Mark Harris David Rose

Robert Griffiths

Chris King
Phil Doel

Peter Burgess

Chris Wood would like it pointed out that he should have been in the last issue - Sorry Chris

Copper Wire

After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last year,
Canadian scientists found traces of copper wire dating
back 200 years and came to the conclusion that their
ancestors already had a telephone network more than
150 years ago.

Not to be outdone by their neighbours, in the weeks
that followed, an American

Archaeologist dug to a depth of 20 feet, and shortly
after, a story published in the New York Times:

“American  archaeologists, finding traces of
250-year-old copper wire, have concluded that their
ancestors already had an advanced high-tech
communications network 50 years earlier than the

Canadians”.

One week later, the Welsh authorities reported the
following:

“After digging as deep as 30 feet in Dowlais, Dai the
Twigg, a self-taught archaeologist and dowser, reported
that he found absolutely fu*k all.

Dai has therefore concluded that 250 years ago, Wales
had already gone wireless.”

Just makes you bloody proud to be Welsh, doesn’t it!...

Huw Carey
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A trip to the (nearly) Frozen North

[ cannot remember which came first the choir
decision to have a Northern Tour or my visit to a car
auction.

Whichever doesn’t really matter, what matters is what
connects them, and that was, for some years I had
wanted to take a road trip to the Highlands of
Scotland in a suitable vehicle.

So, I decided that the trip to Lancaster was an ideal
opportunity to finally take my journey. To explain the
car auction, in March 2019 I visited Leominster with
my daughter and her partner as he wanted to see a
Porsche tractor. I am a petrol head but with small
pockets so thought I would go along for the ride.

Surprise, surprise we came back with a 1953 Porsche
tractor and a 2000 model Porsche Boxster.

Then started my planning to drive up to Lancaster,
stay the 3 days with the choir and when they travelled
back to Wales on the Sunday I would go on to
Scotland. Lots of research later and getting

permission from my boss for a 7-day holiday I finally
set out on Thursday 31st October to travel to the
choirs Lancaster hotel. After a gentle cruise up
through North Wales I arrived at the hotel at about
3.30pm.

On Friday the 1st November after breakfast and
watching Wales lose to New Zealand in the world cup
it was onto the coach and off to the Lake District for
a trip around the colourful Bowness and then
Keswick. After which we set off to Carlisle for a
concert with the Dalston Male Choir.

Saturday it was off to Liverpool to wander around the
Albert Dock and visit several places of culture and
find an off licence to replenish drinks for the way
back. We then travelled on to St. Helens to a concert
with Haydock MVC and a social afterglow.

Sunday saw everyone packing up after breakfast, most
to travel home on the coach. [ went north to meet up
my daughter Claire who had flown up to show me
around Edinburgh.

We both arrived in the city about 2pm, checked in to
our hotels and met at Princess street to wander
around this very walkable city with many pleasant
hostelries.

On Monday Claire took me to the Palace of Holyrood
after which we wandered up the golden mile window
shopping, getting some Lunch and taking a walking
tour around Edinburgh Castle and as it was a wet day
stopping several times for refreshments. Following a
convivial evening meal, it was back to the hotel for

an early night as [ wanted to be up and gone early on
the Tuesday.

Tuesday the 5th dawned much drier than the previous
2 days (I had actually reverted to long trousers on the
Monday). As planned, I left the hotel early and set of
to make my way to Inverness which is regarded as the
starting place of the North Coast 500.

I travelled through the Cairngorms on the main road
the A9 but couldn’t resist taking a detour when I
spotted a road sign for Tomintoul. I had heard Terry
Wogan so many times mention the snow gates at
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cont.

Tomintoul so had to go see them. The roads twisted
and turned and on one detour I came across a
back road which had wall to wall pheasants. After
returning to the A9 I headed into Inverness.

I stayed that night at the Jury Inn which was OK but
not in the town centre.

Wednesday saw me back on the road at 7.30am for a
very long days drive with lots to see.

My first fabulous sight was just outside Inverness as |
dropped down to the Cromarty bridge as it was
shrouded in mist.

The day was kind to me as it was fine and sunny, then
overcast, then fine and sunny the scenery was superb
as [ travelled alongside the North Sea for most of the
morning. | travelled past so many Distilleries I almost
wished that I liked whisky. At Wick I took the road
for John O’'Groats heading for Duncansby Head. As |
got near there I could see the Isles of Orkney across
the water and wished that I had the time to go over on
the ferry. After Duncansby Head it was off to Dunnet
head which is the most northerly point of the British
Mainland. I stopped in the carpark at Dunnet head
looking out over the Pentland Firth at Orkney and
just spotting the top of the Old Man of Hoy. Whilst
there I remembered to phone my brother as the 6th
November is his birthday.

From Dunnet head I drove into Thurso to fill up with
petrol and have lunch. Once both the car and [ were
refueled it was off to Scrabster (mainly because of its
name) which turned out to be a small harbor whose
main claim to fame appeared to be its ferry to the

Orkneys.

Then it was on to somewhere that many people had
told me I had to visit and that was Smoo cave Situated
around a mile to the east of the town of Durness, the
cave can be explored by boat or by the path from the
car park on the cliffs. The cave boasts one of the
largest entrances to any sea cave in Britain at 50 ft
high and is floodlit inside (but not in November). It
was formed by a burn that runs down into the rear
chamber, as well as erosion caused by the sea. The
roads to Smoo cave are twisty and turney and great
fun in a small car although the road surface leaves a
lot to be desired. Once at the car park you take a steep
path down to the cave. I was there after considerable
rainfall, which meant that the waterfall inside the
cave was making a thunderous sound and pushing up
a considerable spray.

I took the opportunity to walk along the inlet as far as
the sea (I also learnt recently that the inlet had been
part of the cave system at one time).

As the time was getting on, I decided to head for my
bed for the night which was a B&B at Lochinvar
which was approximately 50 miles of superb winding
roads away. I arrived there as it got dark and, not
having stayed at a B&B for many years was pleasantly
surprised at my room which was twice the size of the
room at Jurys hotel and cost a third less.

The only slight down side was I would have to go out
for dinner. The owner told me that the nearest
restaurants were about 15 minutes’ walk from the
house. The lady must have been a fast walker because
it took me about 40 minutes to get there but the walk
was very pleasant as it was along side the Loch. On
the way back I was surprised to see several deer
grazing on the other side of the road.

My breakfast the next morning was fantastic and I
actually failed to eat it all (My mother would have
been mortified that I did not clear my plate). As I was
having breakfast the owner’s husband gave me a lot of
useful information as to my days travels Top marks for
the Davar B&B. About a mile after leaving Lochinvar
[ saw that the tops of the mountains were now
snowcapped but fortunately given that the car was
rear wheel drive the roads were fine. One of his must
see’s was the deep gorge at Corrieshalloch just after
Ullapool.
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From there I travelled to Skye and had lunch in
Portree at the Portree Hotel where I almost had to ask
for a translator as the barman’s accent was so strong.

After lunch it was back onto the excellent roads of

Skye heading for my nights stop at Fort William.
I checked in at the hotel and then headed for a
walk into town again walking alongside a loch, Loch
Linnhe.

After Fort William I had intended to travel towards
home staying at a Hotel about half way back.
However, the weather forecast for Wales on the
Saturday was looking poor so I decided that I would
make an early start and motor home on the Friday.

In the morning whilst waiting for the restaurant to
open I got talking to the night porter who on finding
out that I lived in Gower told me that he had lived on
a farm in Oxwich as a young boy. He also told me that

he knew both Alan Lee and his father. Such a small
world.

After breakfast I scraped a heavy frost off the car
windscreen and set off. The sun came out and
although cold I had a very pleasant drive down
through Glencoe alongside a beautiful Loch
Lomond, skirted around Glasgow onto the A74M past

Lockerbie and Gretna Green and down to Carlisle
then Motorway to Manchester turn right north Wales
and home.

Summary.

[ expected good scenery, fun roads and interesting
places. All expectations were surpassed.

Highlights were, the roads, the views and spending 2
days with my daughter.

Notes

NB Dunnet Head, also known as Easter Head, is the
most northern place on the mainland of Great Britain
overlooking the Pentland Firth 90 meters (300 feet)
below which connects the Atlantic Ocean to the
North Sea

In addition to a wonderful ocean view, it features a
lighthouse built in 1831 by famous lighthouse designer
Robert Stevenson. From Dunnet Head, you can see
three of the Orkney Islands and The Old Man of Hoy,
famous rock stack. Since 1989 its been run remotely
SO

don’t expect to see any quaint light keeper around,
but if no other tourists are there you may enjoy some
solitude and a cool ocean wind.

Norman Whomes B1

Mileages

Thursday 228
Sunday 176

Monday Tram & Taxi
Tuesday 189
Wednesday 275
Thursday 268

Friday 494

TOTAL 1630

Time is a slippery thing

Time is a slippery thing, even more than wealth. No bank vault can hold it for you, this precious stuff which
we spend in such a prodigal fashion on trivialities. By the time we have slept and eaten and moved from place
to place there is such a small percentage left for the rest of the business of life. If you discount the time spent
working then there is just half a day a week left for living"

Conclusion......don't waste it
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Carol Wood - Harpist

Carol Wood is a harpist, composer, and Professor of
Medieval Literature at McNeese State University in
Lake Charles, Louisiana where she taught for almost
thirty years. She and her husband have moved to the
beautiful village of Saxtons River, Vermont where she
continues to perform, write music, and garden

Hello, Dunvant Male Choir!

| heard your beautiful singing last Saturday morning on
Gardener’s Question Time.

I'm an American composer (of Welsh extraction!), and |
hope you'll forgive this huge liberty I'm taking in sending
you this piece of music I composed last year for male
voices.

The text is the beautiful poem by Twm Morys “My First
Love Was a Plover,” in which he demonstrates, amazingly,
that a cywydd can be composed in English.

You probably get requests all the time from composers and
arrangers who would love for you to sing their music.
Please forgive me for being such a bore!

MY FIRST LOVE WAS A PLOVER
(A cywydd for Canadians)

My first love was a plover;

Beautiful things her wings were.
Tiny eyes shining at night-

Though mainly in the moonlight.

We ate leeks at a lakeside, | caressed her crest,
and cried All night.

Then the kite called, Unshaven and dishevelled.
He saw from the bristling

sedge My playmate’s handsome plumage.

She made a tryst, kissed the kite

So dearly in the starlight.
1 thought of only one thing:
My plover lover leaving.

Congratulations Kevin Fitzgerald

DUNVANT MALE CHOIR -

Congratulations are due to our colleague Kevin Fitzgerald who completed
the 2019 London Marathon and raised over £1200 for his chosen
charity, “Children With Cancer UK” .

Such commitment and stamina must be the envy of the other choir
members. Though no stranger to distance running this is a great
achievement for Kevin.
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Corona Time

..eeee Lad !! ...thats grand !!

If thy have a sniffle

And tha throat is sore as well

If tha's finding breathing tricky
And tha muscles ache like hell
Then tha’s likely got Corona

Tha shunt worry reyt enough
Because tha comes from Yorkshire

And tha’s med o’ better stuff

The crisis has brought disruption to every section of
society. From schoolchildren to the elderly, and from
the self-employed to the abruptly furloughed, all of us
are facing upheaval in our daily lives and anxiety
about our futures.

Amid the clamour of appeal for Government support,
however, the plight of one group appears to have been
cruelly overlooked.

Criminals.

The Prime Minister may only have announced the
nationwide lockdown on Monday night, but already
families from across the law-breaking community are
feeling the pinch. Burglars, for example, have seen
their takings collapse.

“It’s a nightmare,” says Barry Knuckles, president of
the National Union of Housebreakers. “Now that the
entire population is at home 24 hours a day, it’s
impossible to burgle anyone. They’re never out.”

Speaking on the Today programme, Mr Knuckles
urged the Government to provide financial support
for his members during these tough times. He called
on the Chancellor to cover 80 per cent of the value of
all the laptops, jewellery and flatscreen TVs that
Britain’s burglars would normally have stolen and sold
on. So far, however, he has yet to receive a response.

“The political class are completely out of touch with
the concerns of decent, hard-working criminals,” he
says.

Keep thissen ydrated

Wi’ a pot of Yorkshire tea

Or a pint or two of John Smiths
(In fact better make that three)
Then in a week tha'’s feeling grand
Tha'll be back at tha best

Tha can head out into t’ open

In tha flat cap and string vest.
Stuart Jones T2

But burglars aren’t the only felons struggling to meet
the challenges of the coronavirus age.

“It’s all very well for people who can work from home,
like phishing scammers and identity thieves,” says
Dave Fingers, chairman of the Association of British
Muggers and Bag-Snatchers. “But how are you
supposed to pick someone’s pocket from two metres
away! Some of our lads have tried using those little
hooked rods you get in fairground hook-a-duck games,
or those funny reacher-grabber tools that old folk use
for picking up stuff they’ve dropped on the floor. But
it's hopeless. The Government’s got to think again.”

The spread of the virus has also caused widespread
concern among the Jihadi terrorist community.
According to recent newspaper reports, Isil has or-
dered its members to stay away from Europe for fear of
catching the disease.

“We're disgusted by the number of Western infidels
refusing to observe official guidance on social
distancing,” says an Isil spokesman. “These people are
making the streets completely unsafe. Their actions
could cost thousands of innocent lives.

“As an employer, our number one concern is the
welfare of our employees. The last thing we want is
for one of our suicide bombers to get killed.”

Tony Tucker T1
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Dunvant Rugby

1. THE RIVALS-1936

THE RIVALS DUNVANT v THREE CROSSES -
March 1936 The history of Dunvant R.EC from 1887,
embracing a century of sporting achievement, is a
proud unsullied story of endeavor and ultimate
triumph. There is, however, one game in contrast to
all others, which stands apart. It was March 1936 that
the intense and acrimonious rivalry between Dunvant
and Three Crosses erupted in a violent local derby,
both teams having progressed to an advanced stage of
the prestigious "Henry Folland" Cup. The game played
at Three Crosses in Dai Killan's field on the brow of
the hill, was witnessed by a record, vociferous crowd
of 200, half having paid their 3d entry fee at the gate,
the other, less affluent half gaining free access by a
circuitous route through an adjoining field. The late
withdrawal of Rees Howells, the eminent Gowerton
referee, with its attendant loss of impartiality, was
a portent of impending catastrophe. A deathly
foreboding descended upon the Three Crosses
supporters as Doug Chapman, the fiercely partisan
Dunvant trainer, stepped forward to fill the breach.
Doug, an itinerant rough painter, an affable person of
impressive physique was, as always, turned out for the
occasion in heavy brown boots, check suit, bow tie
and "pork pie" trilby hat. Despite, or perhaps because
of, Doug's frantic whistling and protestations, a
travesty of Rugby degenerated still further into a tribal
conflict of epic proportions. The black and white
Three Cross XV - Enoch Roderick, Gwilym Davis, the
Hopkins fraternity and Bryn Parkyn, behind forwards
Wilfred (Tai Cyd), the Williams brothers and the
Gronows, descended upon the retreating Dunvant
XV like a horde of marauding Assyrians. Deeds of
heroism abounded: Len Button, the tall, angular
Dunvant lock O- a local poacher who traveled the
neighborhood on a bicycle festooned with rabbits

which he sold for 3d each - was soon stretchered
to the sidelines. Only a merciful God and the
gesticulating, whistling and breathless Doug Chapman
stood between Dunvant and total annihilation. And
then it happened! Some ten minutes from the end the
spindly-legged Dunvant wing threequarter, Phil Croft
from Grovesend, (I remember my father telling me
that when frightened, Croft was the fastest wing on
earth), found himself with the ball on his own line and
in a state of abject terror, ran for his life and glorious
immortality! In the gathering gloom all hell was let
loose. Chapman's blatant bias provoked the Three
Crosses linesman, the volatile Trevor Hopkins, into
hurling verbal abuse and his flag at the referee.
Pandemonium ensued and in the deepening
confusion the Dunvant flanker, Norman Roach, who
was also

the club secretary, snatched the referee's whistle and
blew prematurely for full time and an infamous
Dunvant victory . The seething response of the home
crowd was to consign Referee Chapman's "pork pie"
trilby hat to the mud and its owner horizontally to
Gowerton surgery with broken false teeth and a badly
bruised jaw. A high-powered inquiry was hurriedly
arranged, the venue - The Tenby Hotel, Swansea. The
findings, generously reported in the local press,
disqualified both clubs with ignominy from the
“Folland” Cup. Whistleblower Roach was suspended
in perpetuity (sine die) and to heap insult upon injury
the Dunvant advocate, local "barrack room" lawyer
Tommy "Lot" John, following his impassioned plea for
clemency, was sternly rebuked by the tribunal
chairman for intemperate language and fined £1 for
contempt of court. WITH GRATEFUL THANKS
TO GLYNDWR RICHARDS FOR THIS
CONTRIBUTION
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From our friends at Winslow

Donald James has raised £4,826 (160%) of his £3,000
target from 76 supporters. (Including £166 from
Dunvant Choristers)

Don's final report

Story

The Rotary Club of Winslow has pledged to raise
£32,000 towards the Puzzle Centre's new Outreach
Project. The Puzzle Centre is a specialist nursery based
near Winslow providing a unique facility for
pre-school aged children with autism.

Puzzle wants to establish an Outreach Service
to extend the reach and impact of their early
intervention model to children and families at home
or at school, working with children up to 11 years of
age.

[ am going to trek to the most iconic base camp of all,
at the foot of the greatest mountain in the world,
Mount Everest (8848m). This is one of the world 3
classic treks of 84 miles to the base camp and back,
startng on April 2nd for 16 days and it gives me 2 days
camping at altitudes over 18,000 feet.

Your sponsorship is greatly appreciated by me and will
go to a very worthwhileproject.

The Mattress

[ had an old mattress to dispose of. As per the coun-
cil web site I rang and asked for a collection.

Them  We collect on Fridays in your area

Me No problem, Can I pay by card?

Them  Yesit will be £17. Please put it out after 7.30

in the evening but before 7.30 in the

morning.

Me OK, no problem

Them  They will only collect it if it has not been
rained on. You will have to cover it with a
tarpaulin

Me [ don't have one but I can leave it under the
car port which is 6ft feet from the road

Them They won't collect except from the

pavement

Me This is Wales. How do I guarantee that it
will not rain on a Thursday night

Them It will have to be covered (This is where

they start to get mulish)
I suddenly saw Elf and Safety rearing it's ugly head.

Me Is this Elf and Safety? I suppose that they are
only allowed to lift 3 Kgs each and it gets too
heavy when wet?

Them I am only telling you the rules

Me Could you transfer me to the person who
wrote these rules?

Them No

Me If I put it out and it gets rained on and they
leave it there, will I get my £17 back

Them  No we don't refund

Me If while it is out on the pavement someone
trips over it and breaks their neck does the
council take responsibility?

Them No, it is your responsibility to keep the
pavement clear

Me But you told me to put it out.

Them Idon't think this is getting us anywhere.

Me The first thing we have agreed on all day.
Good bye

Rang a nice man out of the local Yellow pages. Pick up
in the morning. £20 ....irrespective of weather. He
was heavily into cars and had a look at mine. He
has invited me to his local classic car club, so for the
extra £3. [ have a new acquaintance.

Pete Stewkesbury
Bl
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Thoughts of a (very) new chorister

Growing up in the
heads of the valleys
area, | had a number
of uncles and
cousins who sang in
local choirs, and an
older cousin who
sang lead tenor in
many of the Welsh
National Opera
productions in the early 1970s. My dad was a tenor

and was a huge opera fan, but whereas Caruso, Gigli
and Bjorling ruled the record player at home, my
teenage musical tendencies leant towards Zeppelin,
Genesis, Springsteen and the punk/new wave bands
that blossomed in the late 70s. Singing should have
been in my genes but life outside school consisted of
sport, sport and more sport. I never had any
inclination or, so it seemed, to have the time to learn
to play a musical instrument or take part in singing or
other performance arts. I have always had an
appreciation for classical music though, especially as
my youngest daughter took up playing the piano and
flute and my wife and I frequently enjoyed being in
the audience of a concert, competition or recital.

After university I settled in Swansea with a 34 year
career in NHS general dental practice ahead of me. It
was only after retiring that I had a vague inkling to
take up a new hobby involving music. Last summer,
during an away weekend jolly with around 45
members of Pennard Golf Club, (I think we currently
have nine golf club members singing with the choir),
we settled into the obligatory Saturday night
sing-song. It was on this occasion that I was persuaded
by Messrs Jones, O'Malley and Williams to consider
joining Dunvant male choir. So, with a little
trepidation, I turned up in September for a practice
evening. I very quickly realised that it was something
that I should have done years ago.

After a couple of weeks I had my voice test and took
my place in the ranks of the second tenors where I've
had generous help from fellow choristers. I initially
decided not to “stage” for at least six months in order
to find my feet. However, [ was persuaded to take part
in the Christmas concert at St. Mary’s Church and
what a revelation it was. There is great enjoyment to

be had in taking up a brand new hobby and learning
the choit’s current repertoire of well-known standards
and the many pieces from stage and screen has, for
me, become a bit of a mission. For a non-welsh
speaker like myself there are many helpful learning
resources available in the form of sheet music, an
online MP3 library and numerous C.D.s. The
internet usually has footage of a choir singing almost
any song you can think of which is often helpful to get
a feel for a song which you may not have heard before
which can also be helpful. Yes, you do have to do a bit
of spade-work to learn the Welsh language pieces but
the satisfaction of singing them in a concert makes it
all worthwhile. I'm gradually acquainting myself with
musical terms like “molto rallentando”, “adanto
moderato” and “Don’t sing it any louder than lovely”.
But recognising a 3/4 compared to a 4/4 beat on the
stave is still a bit of a mystery! Two further concerts in
January and February were also very enjoyable
occasions, and I'm very much looking forward to our
upcoming events later this year.

We have a wonderful heritage of choral singing in our
country and although dwindling numbers in some
areas have been well documented this doesn’t seem
to be an immediate concern for Dunvant Male Voice
Choir. It has been great to get involved and try to help
in continuing this tradition and important part of
Welsh culture .However, sadly, at the time of writing,
it appears that we have just entered the lock-down
phase associated with the Corona virus outbreak and
the choir’s activity has been suspended. Hopefully
things will soon get back to some normality. I am
already really missing Monday and Wednesday
practice.

So, if you are reading this and you may possibly have
seen Dunvant Male Choir in action, have you thought
about joining the choir? If so then I can only say one
thing. Carpe Deum. Seize the day and give it a go.
Joining the choir opens up a whole new world of
possibilities for learning a new skill, socialising,
travelling and entertainment. You almost certainly
won't be as raw as [ was when I joined 6 months ago
and you would be assured a warm welcome on any
practice night.

Mark Harris T2
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A tale of two Sopranos

Ellen Myfanwy Williams.

We are extremely lucky to have great solo voices in
Wales, and one of the pleasures of being part of a choir
is the opportunity it gives you to hear such talent.

Here are some recent events where we heared two
great sopranos.

Saturday 8th December 2018 “Christmas Festival of
Voices” concert at St Lawrence's Church, Winslow
organised by the local Rotary Club. Guest Artistes
were Dunvant Male Choir and Ellen Myfanwy

Williams.

Saturday 15th December 2018 Choir's 39th Patrons
Concert at St. Mary's Church, Swansea. The choir's
Guest Artiste was Elin Manahan Thomas.

Elin Manahan Thomas

Saturday 4th May 2019 Milford Haven Music
Festival. Ellen Myfanwy Williams was one of the five
finalists of the Douglas Rees Memorial Young Opera
Singer of the Year competition. The winner was
Rachel Goode, Soprano.

Saturday 11th May 2019 Milford Haven Music
Festival, concluding concert. Guest Artistes were

Dunvant Male Choir and Elin Manahan Thomas.

Saturday 14th December 2019 Choir's 40th Patrons
Concert at St. Mary's Church, Swansea. The choir's
Guest Artiste will be Ellen Myfanwy Williams.

You can't have enough of a good thing!
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My friends the Turkish Barbers

Never as far as | am aware have I knowingly, or
inadvertently, upset the Turkish Barbers and Masseurs
Federation and yet on the three occasions that I have
visited that lovely country I have suffered at their

hands.

Way back in the mists of time (1968) was the date of
my first visit. | had purchased for the holiday a John
Lennon cap, picture attached for
those of you with a poor memory.

Boy, didn’t I think that I looked the
business. The very height of fashion.

Having left preparations rather late due to pressure of
work I was looking rather dishevelled even for the hair
styles of the time so it was decided by my companion
that a trip to the barber would be a good idea as well
as being a holiday experience. On arrival my hat was
removed to the cloakroom whence it remained on my
departure. We realised this after about 50 yds and
retraced our steps to reclaim the cap. Not only was it
not there but the proprietor denied all knowledge of
it. Remonstration was useless and the event didn’t
seem to warrant an international incident. Obviously
the temptation to possess my cap was too great to
resist. | was forced to retreat defeated and capless.

The gap to my next visit of 38 years was not as a
result of this incident. No one holds a grudge over a
nicked cap for that long.

We flew into Bodrum with the intention of meeting
up with my Welsh/ Australian friend with his boat and
sailing for a few days along the Anatolian coast.

We arrived a few days early to have a look around and
the street from the hotel to the harbour contained a
Barber. Every time we walked past the shop this
persistent gent tried to get us into his shop and in the
end we gave in. The full performance was laid on.
Haircut, beard trim, nose hair removed, eyebrows
tidied. He then disappeared behind the chair and
there was a “click” of which I took no notice until a
lighter flame was inserted into my ear with the
accompanying smell of burning hair. There was no
pain but I must admit to surprise, this never having
played a part in my toilet before. The other ear was
similarly treated without the element of surprise
before I had a neck massage and a liberal application
of aftershave the smell of which was indescribable, so
I won'’t even try, but bad.

Then last year we decided to go to Istanbul as Maryna
had never seen the city.

Looking like a mad professor I was determined to
smarten up. Can'’t let the side down you know and this
time I would not be caught out by the lighter in the
ear trick. Travel is a useless pastime if you don’t learn
these little things along the way. We had met a very
friendly restaurateur who recommended his friend the
barber just around the corner, so leaving Maryna to
have another coffee and portion of baklava I
submitted to the attentions of this practitioner and
his two assistants. The haircut was just fine and all the
usual extras were thrown in. This is where I was
expecting the lighter to appear but no. Techniques
had obviously moved on in the intervening years.
Instead hot khaki coloured wax was poured into each
ear and after some couple of minutes of cooling pulled
out. OUCH. I learned later that this is the procedure
endured by ladies on a regular basis in order to keep
themselves hair free in various parts of their anatomy.
Good luck to them. That hurt, however being a stiff
upper lipped Brit I only screamed quietly. One down
and one to go. I braced myself. I knew what to expect.
The pain was even worse. Never mind, it was all over
now that was until I was aware of blood trickling
through my beard and on to my shirt. The several
hairs that were previously attached to my pinna came
out with the wax but took with them a chunk of skin
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This caught the barber by surprise He had never come
across a customer whose skin was so fragile due to
having been on daily steroids for 10 years.

Panic reigned. 1 decided to get my own back by
demanding to be taken to hospital. This doubled the
panic. They could see the Law being summoned and
charges for assault being brought. They would stop the
bleeding instantly. All would be well. A pad was
produced and soaked in some fluid and held on my
ear ....agony. By this time I had suffered so much all I
wanted to do was escape which I did.... without
paying, at their insistence. Decent of them.

Back to find my dearest who with her customary
bedside manner burst out laughing. Well, what do you
expect from a woman whose descendants were
Tartars.

Pete Stewkesbury Bl

Recipe of the Year

[ will now share with you the find of the century. How
it has taken me so long to discover, I really can't think.
All those wasted years!!

So, for all you epicureans, allow me to present the
Fry's Cream Bar sandwich.

Method

Take two slices of wholemeal bread and lavish on
them cholesterol inducing levels of Welsh salted
butter. Take one Fry’s Cream Bar and place on a
chopping board. Now take one of those spiked
wooden hammers used for making thick tough steaks
into thin tough steaks... you know the one... and
GENTLY tap the cream bar until it has spread to the
required size and all the chocolate is fully embedded

into the cream in tiny pieces. With a fish slice
transfer the cream / chocolate mix to your bread and
cover with the other slice in the normal sandwich way.
You have just produced a culinary masterpiece of
unbelievable subtlety.

Enjoy.
PS.
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Royal Garden Party Invitation

Fuld
The Lovd Clambenlain is
commiended |':-| Her |f..-|:u|r_| R

M il Mrie Do M:_h','.qul.

fa b Caorrolens PYarrg
i ]||.'.Ir||'|l.|||'|..'||| Palaer

e Mednader, ook May, Joig from 4 o 6 p.m

Having received a surprise phone call from the
Secretary to Her Majesty's Lord Lieutenant of
Glamorgan, requesting that the names of my wife,
Diana, and I be put forward for scrutiny as to our
suitability for being invited to a Garden Party at
Buckingham Palace.

After months of forced silence on our parts the

invitation (opposite) was received through our
letterbox, only then could the invitation be made
public.

i
(TR
IRRAE LA

Guidance on behaviour and dress code was included
with the invitation, so commenced the search for
suitable attire for Mr & Mrs Morgan.

I wore the choir blazer and greys and Diana chose an
existing outfit that she had worn for our elder son's
wedding some 15 years previously, but the choice of a
hat was no so straight forward, but that's another
story.

We travelled to London the previous day and stayed
overnight in a hotel in SW1 taking in the new

DUNVANT MALE CHOIR -

“Fiddler on the Roof” show in the evening.

After a relaxing breakfast we commenced our
preparations from midday on Wednesday 15th May to
walk to the Main Palace Gate to queue for the 3 pm
entrance time.

Fackingham Paleos

LA

There are three Garden Parties each year at
Buckingham Palace with 9,000 guests invited to each.
This was the first such party in 2019 and the day was
clear and warm and with no food and drink allowed to
be taken through the gates, it was important to avoid
dehydration when queuing.

We were soon made aware of the

mouthwatering menu of the day.
What I mistakenly thought was
champagne turned out to be
“Sandringham Apple Juice”, but
my disappointment was soon made

up when I spied a delicious emblemed
chocolate cherry pistachio slice:-

The make-up of the “Royal Hosts” would not be
revealed until they appeared on the garden balcony
at 4 pm, and on our day it was Prince Charles and
Camilla with Princess Anne.
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So, whilst waiting the hosts to arrive, I thought it
would be rude not to sample the fare, as can be seen
in the following photograph.

One of my cheeky friends remarked “Doesn’t the
Queen have bigger plates?”

The rarely seen rear of Buckingham Palace

overlooking the rear 40 acres of mixed garden. The
Royals were to emerge from the left hand side and
walk across the patio to the immaculately kept grassed
area. There were three tea tents on the grassed area
before the central 3 acre lake, The Royal Tea Tent,
the Diplomatic Tea Tent (both complete with formal
tables & chairs) and a Main Tea Tent for us mere
populous.

The many trees around the gardens were popular for
their shade and during the afternoon ice cream was
being served all across the gardens. As well as the lake,
the garden also contained a Rose Garden and an
Arboretum. The gardens are maintained with a
distinct “long grass” policy where the green waste is
recycled along with some of the horse manure from
the adjacent Royal Mews.

There were also two “band-tents” and present on the
day were The Household Cavalry and a RAF

Cadet band with a flag semaphore arrangement to
co-ordinate the music. I couldn't resist (quietly)
singing along with “Ar hyd y Nos” backed by the
Household Cavalry Band - [ wasn't evicted !

During the afternoon the “Royal Party” were
introduced to, and spoke at length with, selected
members of the invited Diplomatic guests and V.I.P’s.

At 5.40 pm, after tea the “Royal Party” retraced their
steps back to the Palace building when at 6 pm they
stopped for the concluding playing of the National
Anthem. I spoke at length with the Lord Lieutenant
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of Cornwall, Colonel Edward Bolitho who is also the
Chairman of the Cornwall Male Choir Association
who run the Open Cornish Male Competition.

He asked when were Dunvant Choir returning to
compete again.

In conclusion, with apologies to A.A.Milne, Diana
and I would like to thank all those involved in our
memorable day by the submission of our version of
“Buckingham Palace”.

Buckingham Palace
{with apologies io A A Milneg)

Thiey'ne changing guard at Buckingham Palace -
Dewl Morgan went down with Diana

Wi looked for the Chseen, but she never came,
“Well, God take care of her, all the sama™ sadd Dlana

Thay're changing guard st Buckingham Palace =

Dl borgan went down with Diana

Thary"we great big parthes (nside the grounds,

1 wouldn't be Queen for 8 hundred pounds.” said Disna

They' fe changing guand a1 Buckinghasm Falsoe -
Dl Mongan want down with Dlana

Do wou think the Queesn knows all abagt meT™
“Sure to Dewd, bot it"s time for tea,” said Blana

Salute to the Trees

Author: Henry Van Dyke Their leaves are alive
with the breath of the
Salute to the Trees earth;
They shelter the
Many a tree is found in the wood dwellings of man;
And every tree for its use is good: and they bend
Some for the strength of the gnarled root, Oler his grave with the
Some for the sweetness of flower or fruit; look of a loving friend.
Some for shelter against the storm,
And some to keep the hearth-stone warm; I have camped in the whispering forest of pines,
Some for the roof, and some for the beam, I have slept in the shadow of olives and vines;
And some for a boat to breast the stream;- In the knees of an oak, at the foot of a palm
In the wealth of the wood since the world began I have found good rest and slumber's balm.
The trees have offered their gifts to man. And now, when the morning gilds the boughs
Of the vaulted elm at the door of my house,
But the glory of trees is more than their gifts: I open the window and make salute:
"Tis a beautiful wonder of life that lifts, "God bless thy branches and feed thy root!
From a wrinkled seed in an earth-bound clod, Thou hast lived before, live after me,
A column, an arch in the temple of God, Thou ancient, friendly, faithful tree."

A pillar of power, a dome of delight,
A shrine of song, and a joy of sight! February, 1920.
Their roots are the nurses of rivers in birth;
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From the past.... Canada

Bravo Profile

Iy Prari Limsaley

Thee Dumvant Male Chalr, accbiplmed
s e ol e greal Welsh choles sl
the 20l ceniury, brings Ii= spedlal
Blend of musical power and cma-
Vapalism e Teronto for o copoer
Aprll 23 In Koy Thomson Hall
Tenar Waw Khye-Evans amil bass
Brvn Terfel Jones will be garesi
arilsis,

Mol cholrs prodoce & very speckl
soaml. The high, ssoet notes of un-
chionged bovs  woloes cannel e
matchiedd by female sopranes. T
sungl ng e mnithos of o made chalr singing
Il national pniBem or o patrkeiic call
Lo o b= o pui ey o ing. Wedsh
male chalrs, in parlicular, are pobed
For thee wnbgiie comblaiatbon of sl
phrasdng and vocal poser thiey achicye
In what s eeseatially o fodk ot The
gival hoss Pagl Bobeson said Dhal
only. im Wakes had he found =inging
thal malched the sympathy omd n-
vivemeal that characterized thisd of
Ainerodin slocks

(runvnnk a small village Mhe miies
wesl ol the indiesrinl Welsh scaport
il mwainsea, prthpinoe of poel Delon
Thamas. {5 steeped In cosl mining
trnelitinrs and cmotkonal suschmenis
lix hrarth, home and the old ways, In
1118, the Sorman clede Geraldus
Combrensis (Gerald The Welshman |
il 6 his recofils of datly ffE the
pecuBar (acility of Lhe Welsh prasantry
e singing in ssect harmony, " Thes
0 nat sing in uak=an ke the imhabii-
anis of odher countries, b I many
dilferent paria, w06 (hat bn A company
i simgers you wil Bear mdny & fferent
porig and valces, he wrde, In @
coaniny where group séngling has such
fifi aidcieal herllage, where ambil the
alag heaps and expeesed rock Bces of
the gentle kills, long processions of
mintrs irodged dally o asd (rom
thelr backbreaking work (o the deadly
podlbe s wilh song nol iellgbhn thedr
only comier, the Duisind reglen

T, A Waakers, condecdod of L Daiiisss Uiy Shiodr sl DFTD R guided 10 do wie eueny plord

Al e g lo male ohears b8 Wadea N grahunie of Dhe Soslinasal Bowdh five leafrg 8 Wil i
pup. Woaksrs in el dor fie (fsogulive gand Bgh qualde of musidaeship

emrens by hodd the distilotson of the
st gl richest of the masic of
Wiiles

The exnct date the Dumvant Mile
Chislr wis fownded ks unknown, bud
elduckied guesses and  historicml
recordds pol it somewhere befween

[

1BEE nnd 1855 — the [iter belng
the favared date. 7I i lo be 0G5,
one chorksiersans, " 'orwe have missed
i erolenney celehrations”

The eholr has the lenge=l anbaken
record of @ny cholr in Wales, Even
durtng war periods, smill growpss of
meimhers wlumleered U gve conoers

il
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TR0 PECOFTLY

1P il L

Lk Ll Ereiigis, ThE chalr has rarsed an
InEermtianal repulation for chioral
eneclinon aver the years, [i8 first
W ool e sevess comee wlen
|8 v Ll Sesth Elsteddlod 1a 1R
Slpce 1T 1 has placed Arst twice
ot the Ciprdighn Seml-Motlonsl Fis-
tedidfiod, [irst al the Lampeber Semi
Mathomnl Eisteddiod, first ol the
Miners” Elstedib lesd ol Portbeziw]. first
pider ol U Bonsal Saflonal Fisbedd feod
Al Caed eI mnd was plimed Welsh Male
LEodAr OF The Year in 1597H and FW78

Today, the Dunvant Male Chodr =
pumposs] of 14 volusileer, Gimalegr
chiorksiers. SEl essenblally & likcil
Chaoir, its members come (moen akl
walks af lils W create thelr musicsl
e s |9 o b el il Odaf
Comman end, . one member says.
Bigt this essenthil diversity prevenis
the chale Tmm toudng extensivaly
Ehespele Lhebr dediciatbon (o missic, &)
meimbers alsn hold digkn full-ime
jhs. However, the cholr performs
regidlarly in mast of the mijor conee
b i G rest Brckn. ocluding Usher
Hall in Edinburgh @nd the Boyal
Alert Hall 6 London

WMusic i be an ool of givine. of
cinafidifbcaliEe, ol Kdnlsg hadils, With
thes i medeid, Ehe cholr wis one of the
[EFsE L Parlcigle (n ey hiknee visils
wilh other male chodrs, VIsis Jave
Iseen armnged regulariy with ihe
chalre of Brvibindabl in Blacrnau
Frestimiog, Canolbdir dm Hiren ng snm
ai] Allendaed en Fssarn, Wes Girmenn
The cholr Is aben dedicated W per
[svrpminnge A ok of cliarbles amd 10 b=
made thive fecomis, which ame svall-
able I Canndi

AlagTAE i3 ssiy Fervildpr diied isai 17 ik duiis]

1 Jdimeopie Slade f Raa'd, 0y Eaired ae ooe o fi= gral Bedsh ofydm af Hhe S86 cPalup, Sraps s Sieyal deir i ol Spgws gl farse P sl s o oo s fie
Tiwrvmi oo s il il 20T i Koy o #0007 eiscsLis g vead o il 08 T endigslerd, dimatsar e P crome O S malh s ol e v e
ir M itale'F i

Bepadel ovgan fevilallsl Saal paanisl Afigk
ity M Futr 8 Wit e JREF AT ol 7 R ol
srars A Lesd min ma lficdal aovoaspmaniag
The cholr's Arst %ol American
By — @& visdl b Canada in April 11685
— i 11 ghve topoers in Kingston
it Hamilton and in Torondo ai
&, Panl™s Anglican Chiarch and i e
Gymanla Ganu, a Welst festival ol
hvmmns and secred songs (hsl datbes
back o 1845 This estival, celehmted
anmuslly sherever Welsh peaple have
sellledl, has Becoine an Interiallanl
FEnl With clholis fron arsing the
wiorld travedling bo participato
Robert Millar, & ool chorisier and
alumnus of the Fori William Male
Chasr, Canatlin 2 conleniry cholr, Beard

the Dunvant Male Chalr Far the first
timit when IE wis bere (851 was
mmazed . astoumded thad soch o Large
maile chiokr — Uhere were | 10 vinoes
— prugh] creade such Beoalifyl, mening
musks 5 well as those peseriul
thunderas passages,” hesavs Millor
Hlendead both Tonsnlis oomierts amd
il soame resedreh iMe the chidrs
prigins fnd plivns for fufone oors. )
wimibl have irnelled amywhere 1o
Bear i nghin

“ discoverad the cholr planned o
toair of the New England states in
April 1887, but no Capndian doles
wiere Included,” Millar sayvs. ©l con-
tocted Ehe chole's manager anid pro-
posed be wdd o Cammidlan leg 1o the
U5 toor. He agreed 0 omight be
possibbe, | rescanched Che [nancial
frasibibliny of such a venture bore asd
approacbed Geallrey Hother. genemal
ALEEEer ol Eov Thomsom Hall with
the Ides ond & preliminory bodget
My proposal wiis accepled, conimacts
wire negolinied and sgned and the
resull & two Canndian conoeris
kimgston ond Torsnto, obowing he
M=y 15, o

Milar Is mod on eplrepreneur r
business fyooon; jusl o man in lse
with the saund of mole cholrs and aof
the Dumvand Cholr in particabsr. His
enthiesinsm am Inliative ore respon
sibie for the cholr's 19T Canadian
concerts. A= b irilote i its Canndian
confecion, the chosl e recently mommed
Millar as one af 1= mine vico-
presidents, the Tiest tme & Canadion
In Fact any non-Welshiman, s Been
v L i
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HEAY D FRUFTLE

L e ——

Jiriig bl puvsligneis Dol Make © bk dor sy drp T v oo Al s praromaor o goresd aflisds [y Der il s w | e V0 et g Wiiwa- b hiing Piasos mikisind

et

Nt

dgiEr i e et | semiadiigy i A sn e Ay Kiddesi seanl e 24

s the mioving lomne Belind Lhe
ciiceEris. Milkar has #5ked Che chioll
by cafisider indluding severl warks
I s Bodar popeniod re o sdd @ Canudlan
Tl The Emblern o8 Caraita
wridien by Fred Ry e 1965 For the
e gsmen Male Chogies ol Toronio;
Siefararion, or Hail Frieods O Sassh
i capeee L work wirklen bn 193340 Dy
William ', Bente fof thee Assoriabed
Msle Lhairises U0 Amserica Untaras
Thels s rmsivken, gehveei Lo Ui Flamiblbon
Lirphcms Sude Chalr by ihe Centrgl
Armsed Foroes Band, apd A Place T
Sand, written in 1967 amd arromged
by Tepmbe choral comductor Llisd
Hemd<how

11 has Deen sabl Uiat the Domyant
sz s The saianicd o Wighes, eeanbndlag
thee workd af long Jorgtten soemes of
mkady  dioanlidns, Bolided vallovs
deadby dnil mines And vsloes ang
Baces of the past, of the old somoery
thal beewibches amd enchants. Wikk
Ehee i rorval of Ehie cond actor amd e
aovompanksd, aod the consent of the

ehidde, Millies distinctiye Sorih
Apnepican component will e mived
with this speecin] muEle b give Lans
dblans i LRI e 1= al LN TR LT

The chr s vondactor ks T, Aein
Walters, wlio has hedd e paost o boe
1T amd DS @udied ke Wil STy
Chinra] compettion open Dmnale chairs
10 Wikles & grwduaie of Lhe Natlisnl
Youlh Urchestra U Wales (0 vbolii
T s mn e For ls clscip i pee. @nad high
guality of miuskclanshlp Bl o
cam b sing, “'He onoe ] b owioald
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Cradle of the

Famous

Duw, it’s Dunvant -

This is the fmul entry to be published in our
cradle of the famous competition. Judging will

§

now take place, with the announcement of &
results following shortly.

8IR, — The village (now
S8wansea suburb) of Dun-
vant boasts sgeveral
famous sons, of whom five
deserve particular men-
tlon.

Cerl Richards, CBE
(1803-71), whose ofl-paint-
ings were described by
Jung as “a confession of
the secret of our time,”
was one of the most gifted
British artists of the cen-
tury. His death “robbed
European art of a major
yrical painter and the
world of a draughtsman
vhose talent . .
ipproached that of Rem-
wrandt.”

Bo wrote Johm
Jrmeond, poet and docu-
nentary film-maker,
vhose verse (some of
vhich breathes a nostal-
fia for the “warm intima-
ies"” of the community
ife of his birthplace) won
im Welsh Arts Council
lterary prizes and the
‘holmondeley Award for
*oetry. His retirement
ras recently marked by a
elevislon serles of his
xquisite short films of

Yeleh Hfe af veastorvaas

DUNVANT MALE CHOIR -

fessor Bir Granville
Beynon, CBE, PhD, DS¢,
FRS8, former head of the
Physics Department at
University College of
Wales, Aberystwyth. He
established a consider-
able reputation with his
research into the physics
of the lonosphere and, as
a founder member of the
International Geophysi-
cal Year, is Intermation-
ally known for his work on
behalf of sclentific co-
operation.

The village also pro-
duced two great Welsh <
rugby internationals. D J
Thomas ("Dal Dynfant™),
a hooker par excellence,
who was one of Swansea’s
“Invincibles” (1804-5), and
captain (1813-14), played
ten times for Wales (1904-
1912), while Tom
Willlams, ““one of the
finest skirmishing for-
wards who ever played for
Wales,” served the All
Whites for seven seasons,
won six caps (1812-14),
and was one of the “Ter-
rible Eight"” of 1913-14.

A J BRIAN LILE

ol P
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John Ormond

Sir Granville Beynon

Tom Williams
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Obituaries

Bert Grunhut

On Tuesday 12" February
2019 the choir offered our
sincere ‘Goodbyes’ to 80
year old gentleman Bert
Grunhut at his emotional
funeral at Siloam Baptist
Church, Killay. The Rev
Heini Jones officiated and

guided by Bert's widow, Barbara and son Paul he
presented a very moving and humourous Celebration
of Bert's life.

Bert joined the choir in 2002 and had many happy

years contributing in the Baritone section.
Unfortunately Alzeihmers set in and prevented a
longer contribution. Bert was a proud supporter of

both the Male Choir and Dunvant Rugby Club and

he is remembered for his vocal contributions to both.

Members of the choir filled Siloam's back gallery and
under the direction of Jonathan Rogers and Tony
Phipps they sang “Rachie” and “Sunset Poem” in
tribute.

We have already missed Bert's pleasant demeanour
and smile at choir events, and our thoughts go to
Barabara, Paul, Karen, grandsons Sam and Ben and
other members of the family and friends at this sad

time.
Goodbye Bert - Forever in our thoughts

Message from Bert Grunhut's son Paul on
Facebook 14" February 2019.

Paul Grunhut

On behalf of the family we cannot express enough our
gratitude for you being there on Tuesday.

We have had so many messages and comments about
the service at Siloam and how the choir gave Dad the
perfect send off.

He had wonderful times with the choir we all have
such great memories from either seeing him perform,
listening to his stories and reading his "away day"

poems.

Once again thank you all ever so much.

R.LP Dad x

The New Recruit - (Irish Eyes Tune)
[ joined the DUNVANT CHOIR,
What a Happy, Happy Day!,

There were lots faces round me,
Most looked Happy, some looked Gay!
The gave me sheets of papers,

And on each there was a song,

I thought this was a bad sign!

But there was far worse to come!
Thy put me next to Arthur,

Who would teach me all the Tricks!
Remember, just to 'mouth the words’
When you get in a fix!

There is no need to worry,

Follow me, and don't go slow!

And if you start to falter,

I will show you how to go!

We went to the Eistedford,

And my dear wife came along,

Her nerves were taught and ragged,
And might be eased by song!

She made me smart and ready,

with a lovely kiss Goodbye,

My God ! she must still love me!
And off the bus did fly!

My kit was hard to put on,

As I struggled on the Bus,

The driver said he'd give a hand,
Because of all the fuss!

The trousers were a hurting,

In the ‘nether regions' bad!!

Max Wall was what I looked like!
Instead of a singing lad!

But Tim was pleased to see me,
What a handsome looking lad!

The pants are really groovy!!

I hope you won't be bad!

Be careful when you're staging,
You've got to hold your stance

For should you split your trousers!
You'll have ruined the Choir's Chance

Bert Grunhut
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Bob Morse

Bob was 78 and would have been a
chorister for 40 years, this year.

Bob had

resigned from the choir due to failing

recently, reluctantly

eyesight and mobility.

He was ever grateful to chorister
Peter Gambold for giving him a lift
to and from all choir functions for

many years. (Thank you, Peter)

Bob was a lovely man, with a passion
for music knowledge and music
performance.

He was very knowledgeable about
music with a very capable and clear

baritone voice.
Bob had spent most of his working
life in the fire service, starting at the

bottom, with a few commendations

for bravery on the way and rising

very
Commander.

to a respected  Station

As said previously, Bob suffered from
illness that took him away from his
beloved choir and he died suddenly
and tragically a few days before his
wife Sylvia. The choir sand at St.
Hilary’s Church, Killay at their joint
funeral on Friday 22nd November,
officiated by Canon Phillip Gwynn.

We miss Bob already and his ever
present pleasantness in spite of his

adversities.

R.ILR Bob & Sylvia

Dewi Morgan - T2

A Service To Celebrmbie
The Lives Of

ROBERT & SYLVIA

MORSE

Graham Duncan Funnell

Graham Duncan Funnell passed
away peacefully at home on 26th
September. A much loved husband,
father and grandfather who will be
greatly missed by his family and
friends, in particular for his zest for
life, kindness and humour.

The Funeral Service was held at
St Mary's Church, Pennard on
Monday, 28th October at 11.30am.
Graham joined Dnnvant Male
Choir in April 2006 and, following
his voice test, was placed in the
Second Tenor section.

Graham was born in 1941 in
Tirybertih, Gelligaer, but his

formative years were spent in
Ammanford. It was there that he
was introduced to singing, first of all
as a boy chorister at St. Edmunds
Church, Tyeroes and then at All
Saints Church, Ammanford. He
hads fond memories of an All Samts
Church’ Choir holiday camp at
Mmnbles, where the choir stood in
for the resident choir at services at
All Saints, Mumbles.

His musical talents found a ready
the choir and his

contribution is sorely missed.

home with
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As well as choristers who died in service we’d also like to acknowledge two life members who because of ill health

had retired from choir activities. They had given great commitment to the choir over many years but passed on in

2019.

John Maurice Thomas

We also said goodbye to John
Maurice Thomas of Prior’s Way,
Dunvant. John was 84 yrs and would
have had 52 years of service to be
proud of had he not been overtaken
by the illness that took him from our
company.

John's 13th
December 2019. John, affectionately

funeral was on
known as “Totty” was a character
and had a beautiful solo tenor voice
which has been featured on many of

the choir CD's as recently as the

2007 “Remember the Voice” title
recorded by the BOSE Corporation
of America. His mellifluous tones
are well known in the rendition of
the third verse of “Morte Criste”.

Before retirement John was a
Production Superintendent, mainly
at Velindre Works. He leaves a
widow, Vivian , and family to whom

we give our sincere sympathies.

DUNVANT MALE CHOIR -

Records
Dunvant Road, Killay was 82 years

show Don Amer of

of age and would have reached 46
years of service if ill health had not
intervened. Don was a quiet
gentleman with a wicked sense of
humour, he sang in our Bottom Base
section and was a neighbour and
good friend to fellow Basser, Ken
Jones. Don's funeral was on 22nd

May at Ebeneser Chapel, Dunvant.

Before retirement Don worked for
the Local Authority in the housing

section and leaves a wife, Amelia,
and family to whom we send our

sincere condolences.
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A Year in Pictures

Saint Davids Day Concert 2nd March

St. Peter’s Church

-l 4
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_?3:""?'.;1!" COR MEIBION DYFMANT
CLENVANT MALE CHOIR

Marne Richards (Soprana)
Riiarnwen Hophin (Tehmonas | Hanpdst)

Tocynnaw Tickats: £10
Adnn Walters (01782) 401005

wWWw.dunvanicholr. walas
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Milford Haven Music Festival 11th May
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Eisteddfod, Aberteifi 29th June
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Bryn’s Wedding to Hannah Stone 26th July

Undoubtedly the high point of the choir’s summer was the fulfilment of the invitation to sing at Bryn Terfel’s
wedding. The choir’s association with Bryn goes back many years and it was a great honour to be a part of the happy

event.
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CUBO Swansea University Bay Campus 4th July
(College and University Business Officers)
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Patrons Concert, St. Mary’s Church 6th July

EELY ANT MALE CHOIR
L MEDMON DYINANT
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The Gower Show 6th August
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Harvest Festival October 6th
Ebeneser Chapel
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EBENES
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The Dun\':.nl: Male Choir
and
The Dunvant Horticultural Society

Sundoaily Octobar
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Choir Tour of the North East 1-3rd November

.:\l-'-:'T'rJ-l. — —— — . I
Dalston Male Voice Choir ||

""'rrr'u

DUNVANT MALE CHOIR
COR MEIBION DYFNANT

Jointly present

TWO CHOIRS, ONE VOICE

Day Gorau, Un Lials

Soloist: David Shingler (piano and flute)

Friday 1st November, 2019

7.00 pm  PUEASE NOTE EARLIER START TIME

Wigton Road Methodist Church,

Carlisle
Tickets £8.00 In Add of
Concessions £7.00 ﬂ HI_JSLE KEY
|'1E.'Lr|li|"-|l__ refradnments _. G GEdl VTR W
under 16's Free and [Roir & Church Furech

Avallable from Chris Scakes, 01238 319714,

from Church members and on the door
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St Helens 2nd November
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HAYDOCK MALE VOICE CHOIR
proudly presents

A joint concert featuring a rich combined
singing heritage of over 217 years

with guests the repawned
DUNVANT MALE VOICE CHOIR

from
Swansea, South Wales

SATURDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2019

in

St. Helens Town Hall
at
7:30pm
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RWAS Concert 15th November

PROGRAMME

e s @
CEFY GOEN VLD Tl e T e

i Dy Tt

RWAS Glamorgan fealure County 2021

CONGERT

Featuring:
Dunvant Male Voice Choir
& Neath Port Talbot Cancer
Challenge Singers

with Soloist:
Annwen Williams (Soprano)

Friday 15th November 2019

at 19.00pm

Crerys Chapal, Thrae Crosses,
Swansea SA4 3PL

Tickhols avsilnkle Iroem
Fiyan - BFT61 217780, Ela - 01782 FR1063
Peler - 01732 §73574 | OTRE2 245078
Geolt - 01639 639203 or Syivia - 01639 34671
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Christmas Concert 14th December
St. Mary’s Church

g

: %< COR MEIBION DYFNANT < §
DUNVANT MALE CHOIR  °

3lst ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

el | Fivamis - el ey B

ok T sy B iind Tty Pl
REaniTang

Swansea Youth Choir
'ChoirWorks'

S Marv's Chasch, Swarees

B
= Sainimkay 14ih December J001%, 7 pm
" Limpesereed ricken - L1

Cheir - Alan Waleons - 5007927 401005
Ce Marys Chaerch - (0T &5 5489

www dunvantchoir wales
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Other Engagements reported by Dewi Morgan T2

Sundat 24th November - Annual Presentaion Lunch

I can’t remember much about the lunch (something to do
with the red Wine), I can’t remember any presentations but
Madam President, Penny Ryan was present, the Chairman
Glyndwy Prideaux took charge of proceedings and Ex
Chairman Dewi Morgan said the Grace.

A fine time was had by all, as is customary at The Avalon
Suite, The King Arthur Hotel, Reynoldston.

CORRECTION - In the last issue it was reported that 25
years of choir membership was celebrated with David
Mountfield at the annual dinner. This should have been 50
years. Sorry Dai

ES.

Saturday 7th December “Flash Mob” and stall at
Uplands Market

First venture at Uplands Market where the punters were
presented with an early choral Christmas Present in the

shape of the full extent of the Dunvant Choir’s seasonal
repertoire. Led by Jonathan Rogers the forty choristers
seamlessly and enthusiastically performed all items acapella.

The Uplands public were also able to purchase Christmas
presents from the extesive choir CD range on display at the
choir stall.

Monday 9th December Choir support the “Sinclair
Volkswagen Christmas Video”

A good representative body of choristers were present at
Sinclair’s Volkswagen (Swansea), Langdon Road Depot to
be part of the Company’s Christmas promotional advert
recording. Mr Clive Sinclair kept an overseeing eye on
proceedings which, in spite of the traditional re-takes,
concluded very successfully to the satisfaction of the
production team.

All the choristers were interested to see the resulting advert
broadcast over the Christmas period, but all choristers were
told “don’t give up your day job!”

Diary for 2020 (our 125th Year Anniversary)

DECEMBER 19 Sat 7th
Sat 14th
JANUARY Wed 22nd
Sat 22nd
FEBRUARY Sat 29th
MARCH Sat 28th
APRIL Sat 25th
MAY Fri 15th
Fri 29th
JUNE Fri 5th
JULY Sat 11th
SEPTEMBER Fri 18th
Autumn
Fri 25th
OCTOBER Sun 4th
NOVEMBER Nov 29th
DECEMBER Dec Winslow?
Dec 19th

Flash Mob Uplands Market
DMC Christmas Concert - St Mary’s

Ebenezer Concert
Young Singer Prelims - Gowerton School

St David’s, Three Crosses
WEDDING St Gwynours, Penclawdd, Samantha Nurse
Young Singer Final - Ebeneser

Calon Lan Celebration Mynyddbach Chapel
Wedding Jonathan & Jemma

125 Dinner Dragon Hotel

125 Years Annual Brangwyn Hall & Bryn
Perriswood - Wedding Big Al’'s daughter 3-4pm ish??
Wales International TBC?27?

Cheddar Male Voice - All Saints

Dunvant Ebeneser Harvest Festival

Annual Presentation Dinner TBC????

Christmas Concert
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 Singer of "Piece of My Heart" (1969) _ Joplin.

4 "Free Fallin" by Tom .

7 MCA(Adam Yauch) rapped on the Beastie Boys
song "Pass the "

8  Freddie Mercury of Queen sang "We  the
Champions".

9  "The Loca-Motion"(1962) by Little .

10 Chris Cornell of Audioslave sang"  of Exile".

12 Chris Squire played bass on the song "Owner of a
Lonely Heart" by .

16 Steve Clark played guitar on Def Leppard track
"Too ___ For Love".

18 Jim Morrison of The Doors sang"  Door Man".

19 John Fogerty and his brother _ were in Creedence
Clearwater Revival.

21  Michael Hutchence of INXS sang "The  Thing".

23 John Lennon of the Beatles appeared on the album
"Letit "

24 Scott Weiland sang on "Interstate Love Song"
by (Three words but just use the initials).

26 "The _ Day" by David Bowie.

27 Jeff Porcaro played drums on "Rosanna" by .

28 "You _ Again" by Johnny Cash.

29 "Smells Like  Spirit" by Nirvana
(sung by 17 down).

30 _ Shannon sang "Runaway"(1961).

DOWN

1 Legendary guitarist played/sang "Purple Haze"
_ Hendrix.

2 Lou Reed sings on the album "The Velvet
Underground & "

3 Shannon Hoon of Blind Melon sang
"Car ___ (God's Presents)".

4 Jim Morrison sang the song "Bird of __ ".

5  Clarence Clemons played on the Bruce Springsteen
track "The  That Bind".

6  Frank Sinatra sang "It Was a Very Good "

11 James Brown sang"  Your Mother".

13 Rick Wright played on Pink Floyd track"  And
Flow".

14 Staley of Alice in Chains sang "Man in the Box".

15 Bon _ of AC/DC sang "Highway to Hell".

17 Kurt __ of Nirvana sang "Heart Shaped Box".

20 Falco sang "Rock  Amadeus".

21 " the Lonely" by Roy Orbison.

22 Chris Cornell of Soundgarden sang "
Stonehenge".

24 "The Man Who _ the World" by David Bowie.

25 Dave Williams of Drowning _ sang "Bodies".

28 " Die Young" by Alice in Chains

(sung by 14 down).
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Name the Venues

(clue - my titles are in alphabetical order)

e upyuopwm)) ) fooydg dwoyy uoysdoysyg ¢

S X¢ ‘shminy Apde)y 9 ‘[[eH umo[, weysurwiig 7

‘[euUe[T ‘QNBIY [ SQUIN] G fnua) ueuore) ¢ ‘Squny ‘sIureg iy |
fsnoyqn) DAY yueauny g ey udmsuelg 4 (zIn{y anuap) A3y
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DUNVANT MALE CHOIR PATRONS APPLICATION FORM

SUBSCRIPTION INCLUDES: A TICKET FOR THE “ANNUAL PATRONS CONCERT”
AND A COPY OF THE “ANNUAL MAGAZINE”.

Application & renewal - Cheque payment (payable to Dunvant Male Choir)

[ enclose cheque for £................ (being £18 per patron for my / our annual subscription)
PERSONAL DETAILS

PLINE INAINIE (S): tevveevrerreererrterieeteettenteeteerterseesseesteseesseessenseensesssensesssesssessesssesssensessesssessessesssensesnsesssessesssessensees

POSt COAO:  voiveeeiieeeiieeeeeeeeree et s s TRLNO: ettt ettt esnae e

SIGNEA: wiriieiieiieiieietee ettt DIALE: cuvenieiiiieieeieeeeeteee e

Send to: Stuart Jones, Choir Sec, 21 Walters Row, Dunvant, SA2 7TB
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COME AND SINGWITH
THE DUNVANT MALE CHOIR

WHAT'S STOPPING YOU?

~~—aa W

e

“l can't read music.
Nc:r can many other choristers.

" . TN Tt

T -..|'. _:

“l can't speak Weish
Nor can many other choristers.

“But | don’t know anybody.” You soon will!

For more information contact us here:

Choir Secretary: Stuart Jones Recruitment: Kevin Fitzgerald
01792 429516 07935 424085
Stuart.jones627 @ntlworld.com kevin.fitzgerald@hotmail.co.uk
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in Private Ownership

St James Funeral Home

Main Office and Chapel of Rest
31 St James Garden, Uplands, Swansea

Other Offices at: 462 Gower Road, Killay, Swansea
3 Gorwydd Road, Gowerton, Swansea

24 Hour Service

Telephone: 01792 643840

Email: info@stjamesfuneralhome.co.uk

Partners: S.J. Lee - P. Garland Thomas

Golden Charter Prepaid G O ] dﬂ'ﬂ (.Fh arter * Funeral Plans Available
I “




